CCDC/HPU
Dear Dr

HEALTH PROTECTION AGENCY SURVEILLANCE
 OF CONFIRMED PERTUSSIS INFECTION
Patient name:  




Study No: 
Date of birth:  




Date of specimen: 
The Health Protection Agency, Immunisation Department, Centre for Infections (CfI), in collaboration with the HPA/CfI, Respiratory and Systemic Infection Laboratory enhances its pertussis surveillance by following up all cases of laboratory confirmed whooping cough.
The main purpose of this enhanced surveillance is to monitor the effect of any changes in the national programme.  In addition we are monitoring the phenotypic and genotypic characteristics of the organism and how these are affected by the recent introduction of acellular pertussis vaccines.

The above case was recently reported to us as being confirmed by culture, serology or PCR.  Please note that this case will not require follow up by oral fluid. I would be most grateful if you would complete the enclosed form and return it to me using the enclosed pre-paid label.  In 2001, an acellular pertussis pre-school booster was introduced into the national programme and in September 2004 an acellular pertussis vaccine replaced whole cell vaccine in the infant routine immunisation programme.  It is important to monitor the efficacy of the acellular vaccines and therefore we would be grateful if you could complete the enclosed form and provide the vaccination history.

The information is for surveillance purposes only, and will be treated in confidence. The Health Protection Agency has approval under Section 60 of the Health and Social Care Act 2001 (now subsumed into the National Information Governance Board for Health and Social Care with Section 60, now Section 251 of the NHS Act 2006) to process confidential patient information for the purposes of monitoring the efficacy and safety of vaccination programme.  (http:/www.legislation.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2002/20021438.htm)

Thank you for your help.

Yours sincerely

Professor Elizabeth Miller
Head of Department
Pertletter2

