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The Public Health Response to Chemical Incident Emergencies Toolkit (CIE Toolkit)
Background
There is a need to strengthen and enhance the capability of responding to chemical incident health threats in a timely and co-ordinated manner. To address this, the European Union Public Health Programme has funded a project, the Public Health Response to Chemical Incident Emergencies Toolkit (CIE Toolkit), to provide guidance and training to public health care professionals. Material provided in this toolkit will enable public health professionals to respond rapidly and effectively to chemical incidents and deal with the subsequent public health consequences. 
This project builds on two earlier projects namely, the ‘Development of Generic Scenarios, Alerting System and Training Modules Relating to Release of Chemicals by Terrorists (GSCT)’
 and the ‘European Training for Health Professionals on Rapid Responses to Health Threats (ETHREAT)’
. 
Project description
This project involves preparing and publishing a body of material that provides specific guidance and training to public health professionals on how to respond to a chemical incident. This will include the following:
· Developing a toolkit for the public health response to chemical incidents and emergencies that provides relevant source material to enable public health professionals to improve their knowledge and expertise in areas relevant to chemical incident planning, preparedness, response and recovery. The toolkit will comprise detailed fact sheets, scenario cards, sample questionnaires, guidance for conducting training exercises and information for the general public. 
· Providing a training manual and supporting material to raise competence in dealing with chemical incident preparedness and response. This will contain source material, training modules and guidance on how to construct and conduct training courses that address the users own specific needs. 
· Establishing a network of experts capable of providing (on request) advice and guidance on chemical incident management and delivering appropriate training (e.g. ‘train the trainer’ courses or courses tailored to meet the needs of individual Member States). The network of experts will be co-ordinated within a centre of excellence.
All relevant material will be made available at www.hpa.org.uk/CIEToolkit in due course. 
Project objectives
The overall objective of this project is to reduce the burden of disease related to chemical incidents, through improved public health emergency response. This will be achieved by strengthening national and international public health response through the delivery of a number of specific objectives, mainly:
1. Facilitating the rapid and effective response to acute chemical incidents by providing relevant source material in one location

2. Raising competencies of public health professionals responsible for dealing with the aftermath of chemical incidents by enabling them to recognise and respond to chemical incidents, including deliberate releases, by making material and guidance readily available and easily accessible through the toolkit 
3. Bringing about a common approach across Europe to deal with environmental epidemiology and monitoring follow-up requirements following an acute chemical incident
4. Improving understanding on risk and crisis communication requirements across Europe to facilitate the communication process 
5. Improving understanding of the psychosocial consequences and care of the affected population
6. Providing guidelines for conducting international exercises involving major chemical incidents
Project Partners

	Health Protection Agency, UK (Main Beneficiary)
	www.hpa.org.uk

	The Dutch Institute for Psychotrauma, Netherlands
	www.ivp.nl

	King’s College London, UK
	www.kcl.ac.uk

	National Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece
	http://uoa.gr/

	Nofer Institute of Occupational Medicine, Poland
	www.imp.lodz.pl/

	Swedish Defence Research Agency, (FOI), Sweden
	www.foi.se

	WHO IPCS, Geneva, Switzerland
	www.who.int/pcs/


Funding

The project is partly funded by the European Commission (2007205).
Further information

If you would like further information about the project, please contact:

	Dr Raquel-Duarte Davidson, Project Lead
	tel: +44 (0)1235 824865

raquel.duarte-davidson@hpa.org.uk

	Dr Mark Griffiths, Project Manager
	Tel +44 (0)2920 687942

mark.griffiths@hpa.org.uk 


� http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_projects/2003/action2/action2_2003_18_en.htm


� http://euprojects.org/ethreat.info/index.htm
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