



The Establishment of a Network of Experts within the Public Health Response to Chemical Incident Emergencies (CIE) Toolkit
Background

The CIE Toolkit project aims to help public health professionals across Europe develop skills and expertise in chemical incident management through the provision of a tailored training programme. The project will result in the production of a European training manual that will contain source material, modules and guidance in order to successfully develop and run chemical incident training courses to meet the needs of individual EU member states and organisations. This is to be complemented by the establishment of a network of experts operating from an international centre of excellence.
Purpose of the Network of Experts
The network of experts will consist of a variety of public health experts with specialist knowledge of chemical incident emergency planning, preparedness, response and recovery. This network is available to deliver advice and guidance and to assist with the delivery of training courses, including courses to meet the needs of individual Member States and ‘train the trainer’ courses. Guidance can also be provided on how to access international assistance in the event of a major chemical incident. 

A process will be established by the project partners for determining the available expertise to deliver appropriate advice and training nationally and internationally. The existence of the network will be placed on the CIE Toolkit website (www.hpa.org.uk/CIEToolkit), but no confidential information will be made publicly available at any time. The HPA will maintain an expert database and will act as the hub to alert an expert if their services are required. Financing the utilisation of this network will be met on an individual basis, and will depend in some measure upon the institution that the expert is affiliated with.
The Network of Experts will
i. be coordinated from a centre of excellence. The network will provide expertise in many aspects of emergency planning, preparedness, response and recovery, to include chemical exercise development, toxicology, environmental epidemiology and monitoring follow up, risk and crisis communication and psychosocial consequences of care. 
ii. provide advice and guidance (including how to recruit international assistance in the event of a major chemical incident) and will be able to deliver bespoke training courses upon request. 

iii. enhance communication networks between Member States through the provision of advice and guidance.

iv. have an ongoing recruitment process during the development of the project, whereby new expert members will be added to the database. New and existing experts will be able to receive periodic training and updates from the HPA training centre based in Chilton (This will be subject to review at the end of the project in 2011).

As the network of experts becomes established and gets involved in providing advice and training, the networks’ reputation will increase and awareness of the existence of this expert capability will follow. For further information about the network of experts or to enquire about obtaining expert advice, training or assistance, please send an email to WHOCC@HPA.org.uk, or visit the website at www.hpa.org.uk/CIEToolkit. 
