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Clostridium difficile Ribotyping Network for England (CDRNE)

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

LOCAL MICROBIOLOGIST 
Contacts Regional Microbiologist to request access to Clostridium difficile 
Enhanced Fingerprinting Service (MLVA). 

REGIONAL MICROBIOLOGIST 
Assesses using the criteria below whether the request qualifies for access to 
the Enhanced Fingerprinting Service: 
• A hospital/trust with a high rate of CDI as identified with the local SHA; or 
• A hospital/trusts that is failing to meet its C. difficile target trajectory despite 

implementation and audit of control measures; or 
• A declared outbreak of CDI as agreed with the local Health Protection Unit. 

Step1 

 

In addition: 
 

• Ribotyping by CDRNE must have confirmed the presence of a dominant C. 
difficile ribotype; 

• A plan should be in place of how results of C. difficile enhanced fingerprinting 
will contribute to the control of CDI. 

  
  REGIONAL MICROBIOLOGIST 
  • Informs the CDRNE laboratory that Enhanced Fingerprinting is 

indicated with a discussion about number of isolates to be included. 
• There needs to be written confirmation of these details that can be 

audited if necessary.  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Step 2 

Step 3 

LEEDS CDRNE LABORATORY 

REGIONAL CDRNE LABORATORY 
• Communicates with Leeds (Dr Warren Fawley or deputy) about the 

request, which RM has approved it, and agrees the number of 
isolates and timescale for these to be sent to Leeds for fingerprinting. Step 4 

• Isolates and copies of original CDRNE ribotyping request forms sent 
to Leeds. 

Leeds CDRNE laboratory sends report of results of Enhanced 
Fingerprinting to requesting hospital with a copy to regional CDRNE 
laboratory and Regional Microbiologist .  

Step 5 

The CDRNE Enhanced Fingerprinting Service is based in Leeds.*  C. difficile strains 
of known ribotype
The CDRNE Enhanced Fingerprinting Service is based in Leeds.*  C. difficile strains 
of known ribotype must be sent by a CDRNE laboratory to Leeds: 
 

CDRNE / Infection Control, Department of Microbiology, Old Medical School, 
Leeds General Infirmary, Leeds LS1 3EX.  (Hayes DX (DX6281505) 
 

(* For hospitals in the E. & W. Midlands enhanced fingerprinting will also be available via the CDRNE 
laboratory at Heartlands Hospital in Birmingham). 
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